Business for Peace Alliance

Activity report from the Secretariat May  2007

1. BPA new staff gained familiarisation with BPA and started developing contacts with BPA’s regional chamber members and identifying areas within BPA’s mandate where they can support the membership in relation to individual needs.   

2. Weekly staff meetings for Colombo based staff and monthly meetings for all staff were continued and proceedings of these meetings are documented and available for perusal by members

3. A documentation and filing system for BPA has been developed. . 

4. The Interim Operational Committee meeting for was held on 27, May, 2007. Minutes of the previous meeting held in April , approved by the committee, the activity report for April and copies of  the “Made in Sri Lanka” column in the Daily News newspaper featuring BPA members for the month of May, were disseminated to all member chambers. 

5. BPA launched a communications strategy. A press release announcing this was widely published. 

6.  A series of workshops to facilitate the regional chambers to build contacts with the regional media in the respective regions was designed as a key activity in the Communications programme.  The inaugural workshop was held in Kegalle on 19 May under the auspices of the Kegalle Chamber. 39 regional journalists from the print and electronic media participated. Resource persons were Dr Mahim Mends, Head Department of Social Studies, Open University of Sri Lanka, Mr Vasana Wickramasena, Attorney at Law and Media trainer, Mr Kapila Gamage, Communication and Media Manger, BPA  and Kegalle Chamber representatives. During the workshop, the participants gained insights on business and financial reporting andidentified issues relating to the business community in kegalle that could be covered by the media 

7. Development of the BPA website was continued by Mr Suresh de Mel and several new features were introduced. Feedback and contributions to the website is appreciated. 

8. BPA members were continued to be featured in the  weekly column called “Made in Sri Lanka” published by the Daily News. The secretariat reiterates its invitation to  member chambers to take advantage of this opportunity and recommend their members who produce goods or services with local raw material and resources, to be featured free of charge in these columns.

9. The data base with contact details of regional chamber representatives who deal directly deal with BPA is being developed.

10. BPA has also started developing a general data base with contact details of key stakeholders in all the regions where BPA member chambers are located  and national and international stakeholders. 

11. Discussions were held for the appointment of Auditors for BPA

12. Through the “Networking Regional Business for Conflict Transformation” project based in Galle, Kegalle and Kalutara, meetings, discussions and workshops wee continued in the respective areas amongst relevant chamber members and community leaders. 

13. The Kalutara District reconciliation committee’s wing in Beruwela and Aluthgama was inaugurated with a workshop in Aluthgama organised by the Kalutara chamber and BPA. Community leaders from various sectors including the business community,Police Department , religious leaders and public sector officials participated. The keynote address was delivered by Deputy Inspector General of Police, Police Headquarters, Colombo, Mr. Nihal Karunaratne. 

14. The reconciliation committee in Kegalle was officially inaugurated. 

15. BPA welcomed a delegation from the recently launched Galle women’s chamber of Commerce who paid a visit to its secretariat. 

16. BPA was successful in supporting the Jaffna chamber to obtain relevant clearance to send construction items and hardware to Jaffna. BPA commends the Jaffna Chamber for their efficiency in following up with BPA in this regard. 

17.  The BPA Secretariat supported the Hambantota Chamber to organise media coverage for their book  launch in Colombo on 21 May 2007 and also to organise a media discussion on “ Meeting new challenges in the Development of the South : the role of the business community in Hambantota District”. Approx 25 media representatives including 5 TV channels participated. 
18. An detailed interview on BPA with the Secretary General was published in the Finance and Business Section of “The Island” newspaper on 17 May 2007 
19. BPA supported the Galle Chamber in it’s flood relief operations 
20. BPA is following up on the issue pertaining to the construction industry in Trincomalee

21. BPA is supporting the Mannar chamber to follow up on issues pertaining to deep sea fishing in Mannar 

22. BPA’s power point presentation in English and Sinhala has been developed.

23. A Bank account at DFCC Vardhana bank was opened for the funds from International Alert.

24. Collaboration with donors continued.

Highlights of activities planned for  June 2007

1. Eastern Chambers visit Galle to discuss the linking business for Conflict transformation project with Galle, Kalutara and Kegalle chambers and share trade information.  A workshop to share information, An exhibition of products from the 6 participating regions, a cultural programme and a tour of places of interest in the Galle District are highlights of the agenda- 15-17 June 2007

2. CSR awareness workshop in collaboration with International Alert and the Kurunegala Chamber for the Kurunegala District 

3. Workshop to develop media contacts within the region for the Kalutara chamber, 30 June 2007.

4. Implementation of activities in the BPA/FLICT project.

5. Communications, media and regional support service activities.

6. AGM procedure to be finalised and organisation of the AGM to commence.

7. Annual Report and auditing for 2006/7.

8. Follow up with national partners and donors.

9. Follow up on Trincomalee issue. 

Manique Mendis

Secretary General 

23 May 2007
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