Business for Peace Alliance

Activity report from the Secretariat March 2007

1. BPA staffing was completed. New staff based at the Secretariat and the chambers in Galle, Kalutara and Kegalle commenced duties.

2. The Interim Operational Committee meeting for February was held on 2 March 2007. Minutes of the last meeting were disseminated to all member chambers. 

3. A three day orientation programme for new staff was held in Colombo. Staff were familiarised with the background, objectives, future plans  and institutionalisation of BPA, the role of business in peace building, basics of Conflict transformation, organisational issues and the “Networking Regional Business for Conflict Transformation” project. 

4. BPA organised a two day workshop on “The Art of Conflict Transformation” for member chambers. The event took place in Kandy with the active participation of representatives of most BPA member chambers throughout Sri Lanka. A report of  the proceedings of this workshop has been circulated to all the chambers. BPA is planning to organise similar workshops at regional level. 

5. Media coverage for the above workshop was organised and several print and electronic media channels covered the event. 

. 

6. .The Central Communication and Media Unit and the Regional Support Services Unit were started. . The main purpose of these  two units is to facilitate more effective and regular communication between the secretariat and the BPA member chambers and BPA’s stakeholders and partners. The units are also intended to help the Secretariat to cater more efficiently  to the needs of BPA members.  Member chambers were informed of new staff details. 

7. Project for “networking of regional business for conflict transformation”: A  workshop to develop the activity plans for the participating chambers was held in Kalutara with participants from the three relevant chambers: Galle, Kegalle and Kalutara. Minutes of the last meeting held in Galle were disseminated. 

8. .Job descriptions and terms of employment for the new staff and MOUs with the relevant chambers were finalised .

9. Development of the BPA website was continued by Mr Suresh de Mel

10. BPA members were continued to be featured in the  weekly column called “Made in Sri Lanka” published by the Daily News. The secretariat invites member chambers to recommend their members who produce goods or services with local raw material and resources, to be featured free of charge in this column.

11. A group of 10 masters Degree Students from the University of Bradford UK visited BPA for a presentation and discussion on BPA and the role of business in peace building.

12. Collaboration with donors continued. 

Highlights of activities planned for  March 2007 

1. Launching of the Regional strategy for Corporate Social Responsibility  that BPA is implementing in collaboration with International Alert and the Ceylon Chamber of Commerce.

2. Implementation of the BPA/FLICT project.

3. Workshop to develop a strategic action plan and individual operating  plans for the BPA Secretariat.

4. Finalising financial procedures.

5. Communications Unit and Operations unit shift to new premises opposite the BPA Secretariat at 31, Walukarama Road, Colombo 3.

6. AGM procedure to be finalised and organisation of the AGM to commence.

7. Annual Report and auditing for 2006/7.

8. Follow up on development of Communications Unit and Regional Support Services Unit.

9. Follow up with national partners and donors
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