Business for Peace Alliance
Activity report from the Secretariat June   2007

1. BPA staff engaged with regional chamber members to identify areas within BPA’s mandate where they can support the membership in relation to individual needs.   
2. Weekly staff meetings for Colombo based staff and monthly meetings for all staff continued. Proceedings of these meetings are documented and available for perusal by members
3. The BPA Committee meeting for was held on 29, June, 2007. Minutes of the previous meeting held in May , approved by the committee, the activity report for May  and copies of  the “Made in Sri Lanka” column in the Daily News newspaper featuring BPA members for the month of June , were disseminated to all member chambers. 
4. The Annual General meeting is  scheduled for Friday 3 August in Colombo. A reception will be held following the AGM. Each member chamber is invited to send three (3) representatives for the AGM. 
5. Development of the BPA website was continued by Mr Suresh de Mel and more  new features were introduced. An e mail campaign was launched to populararize the website. Useful feedback  on the website was obtained from various stakeholders as a result of this campaign. Please see www.bpa-srilanka.com 
6. BPA members were continued to be featured in the  weekly column called “Made in Sri Lanka” published by the Daily News. The secretariat reiterates its invitation to  member chambers to take advantage of this opportunity and recommend their members who produce goods or services with local raw material and resources, to be featured free of charge in these columns.
7. The data base with contact details of regional chamber representatives who deal directly deal with BPA is being developed. Members can request for details of those in this data base with whom they wish to contact to develop links. 
8. BPA has also completed formulation of a  general data base with contact details of key stakeholders in all the regions where BPA member chambers are located  and national and international stakeholders. 
9. BPA finances for the last financial year were audited. These details will be made available to members at the Annual General Meeting. 
10. Through the “Networking Regional Business for Conflict Transformation” project based in Galle, Kegalle and Kalutara, meetings, discussions and workshops wee continued in the respective areas amongst relevant chamber members and community leaders. 

11. The Kalutara District reconciliation committee’s wing in Beruwela and Aluthgama held its first meeting under the auspices of the Kalutara chamber and BPA. Members of the reconciliation Committee including Community leaders from various sectors including the business community, Police Department , religious leaders and public sector officials participated. . 
12. The reconciliation committees  in Galle and Kegalle too held their  inaugural meetings. . 

13. BPA is happy to note that the problem pertaining to obtaining guarantees from the Construction Guarantee fund for  the construction industry in Trincomalee has been successfully addressed by the Trincomalee chamber with the support of the Peoples’ Bank.
14. BPA has published revised leaflets in Sinhala, Tamil and English. .
15 Collaboration with donors continued.
16 Trincomalee, Batticaloa and Ampara Chambers visited Galle to discuss the linking business for Conflict transformation project with Galle, Kalutara and Kegalle chambers and share trade information.  A workshop to share information, An exhibition of products from the 6 participating regions, a cultural programme and a tour of places of interest in the Galle District were  highlights of the agenda- 15-17 June 2007. Representatives from the Hambantota and Matara Chambers also visited the exhibition. New business links and friendships were forged as a result. A detailed workshop report has been published and is available for reference.
17 A article on the programme held in Galle was published in the business section of “The Sunday Times” on 24 June 2007.  TV coverage of the programme carried out by YATV will be telecast shorly on TNL television.  
18 A CSR awareness workshop and introduction to BPA was organised  in collaboration with International Alert and the Kurunegala Chamber for the business community in the Kurunegala District  on 24 June, 2007 

19 BPA representatives participated in the Economic summit organised by the Ceylon Chamber of Commerce . 

20 A presentation on BPA to key stakeholders is organised on 29 June 2007 in Colombo. BPA Committee members and IOC members are the presenters at this event

21 BPA trilingual newsletter has been published and will be disseminated to members and stakeholders.

22 BPA is collaborating with the chambers in Trincomalee, Mannar, Vavuniya and Batticaloa to formulate project proposals for livelihood development if Internally displaced persons in those areas.  

23 Ms Yogitha karunanandham,  a degree holder with a first class from the university of Madras and experience in community development work as an undergraduate has been recruited as Management Executive of BPA. Her  place of birth is kandy.   

Highlights of activities planned for  July  2007
1. Workshop to develop media contacts within the region and develop skills of provincial journalists in business reporting has been organised by BPA in collaboration with the  Kalutara chamber,  Sunday, 8th July  2007
2. Skills development programme in Colombo for representatives of regional chambers on production of publicity and promotional items such as newsletters, regional newspapers, leaflets, power point presentations. 5-6 July 2007 

3. Workshop on “Peace and conflict from a regional empowerment perspective” for representatives from the Anuradhapura and Polonnaruwa chambers. 13,14,15 July at Hotel Sigiriya. 

4. Sabaragamuwa District Chamber of  Commerce and Industry, Techno Exhibition,  Press conference and publicity support from BPA. BPA will take a team of journalists representing print and electronic media agencies based in Colombo to cover event in Ratnapura. 19 July 2007 
4
Implementation of activities in the BPA/FLICT project 
5  
FLICT project partners visit Trincomalee. 
6
Communications, media and regional support service activities 

7
AGM procedure to be finalised and organisation of the AGM.  

8
Publication of annual report  

9
Follow up with national partners and donors

Manique Mendis

Secretary General 
. 
26 June 2007
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