Business for Peace Alliance

Activity report January 2007

1. Secretariat staff met  regularly  and collaborated with IOC representatives and others as and when needed for  implementation of activity schedule discussed at the last IOC meeting 
2. BPA sent letters to Finance Ministry reg incorporation of BPA’s recommendations in National Budget , SCOPP requesting a meeting with MOD regarding supply of essential good to the North and East and Ministry of Constitutional affairs reg BPA’s proposals for Constitutional Reform 

3. The Secretariat developed concept notes for 3 projects for implementation this year, in addition to the FLICT project. It also  lined up a series of meetings with potential donors.

4. Plans for the Communication and Media Unit and the Regional Support Services Unit were developed and tasks for staff outlined

5. The MOU for the FLICT project was signed by the Secy General and head of Finance of FLICT. The  relevant Chambers were officially informed and a press release issued. 

6. A detailed work plan, time line,  break down of budget and a staffing plan  were prepared for the FLICT project with the support of I.A. advisers. The  relevant chambers were  sent details of funds allocated for activities to be implemented by them 

7. Following a meeting held with I.A, and BPA representatives, I.A. agreed to release a senior staff member, Mr Mohamed Riaz to assist and accompany BPA in the implementation of the FLICT project and also the Nuclears project which has expressed interest in collaborating with BPA. IA has also agreed to assign Mr Mohamed Nawaz to assist BPA further in an advisory capacity on an allocation of 50% of his time. .

8. Mr Suarnaraj, Mr Suresh de Mel, Ms Manique Mendis and Mr Srimal Fernando met with officials in the Economic Affairs Department of SCOPP. SCOPP officials expressed tremendous interest in collaborating with BPA and requested BPA to collaborate with SCOPP in facilitating the flow of essential food supplies to the North through private traders. 

9. Mr Suresh De Mel, Ms Manique Mendis and Mr Srimal Fernando met officials from the Swiss Development Co-operation Office of Sri Lanka and discussed about the Youth Business Trust and mentoring project.

10. Mr Suarnaraj, Mr Suresh De Mel, Ms Manique Mendis and Mr Srimal Fernando, together Mr Nawaz of IA attended a meeting with UNDP and ILO officials and discussed about collaboration with BPA. 

11. The Asia Foundation invited BPA to develop a concept paper for a project to unite business associations in 13 areas connected to 7 regional chambers. BPA responded to this request, obtaining support from Mr Nawaz of IA to develop concept note. 
12. Meeting with USAID

13. Development of the BPA website was continued by Mr Suresh de Mel 
14. The next regional visit has been planned and being organised
15. BPA was offered an opportunity to feature one of its members in a weekly column called “Made in Sri Lanka” published by the Daily News. Three BPA members have been interviewed for this column so far 

16. BPA Account was opened at Seylan bank. This is .exclusively for the FLICT project as required by FLICT. A separate BPA account is needed

17. The Secretariat developed a draft for the procedure for the AGM as discussed at the last IOC meeting. The draft was  designed in consultation with the company secretaries. 
. 

Highlights of activities planned for  February 
1. Visit to a regional cluster- Badulla, Hambantota and Matara (February 7-9) 
2. Follow up on collaboration with SCOPP

3. Launching and Follow up on FLICT project 
4. BPA Account- to be pursued 
5. AGM procedure to be finalised and organisation of the AGM to commence 

6. Follow up on establishment of Communications Unit 
7. Follow up with donors
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