PRESS RELEASE 

Regional business community strengthen partnership with regional journalists

The Business for Peace Alliance, BPA, Sri Lanka’s regional business network committed to Regional Empowerment, Corporate Social Responsibility and Conflict Transformation, has launched a special communications programme with a regional focus. 

 This programme is designed  to cater to the need for information on matters within BPA’s mandate amongst its membership of twenty four  regional business chambers, community leaders in the regions and stakeholders at national and international levels. 
The recently launched Communication initiative supports BPA’s objectives to generate peace dividends at local level, strengthen regional linkages and economic activity through Chambers of Commerce, lobby for regional aspirations through regional private sector inclusion in economic development and the peace process,  to practice Corporate Social Responsibility at local level and create local ownership for regional empowerment and the peace process. 
The facilitation of a more proactive dialogue between  the regional business community and the regional journalists and strengthening the skills of regional journalists in reporting on business and finance issues in the regions throughout Sri Lanka,   are  key components  of the communications programme .

In this context, BPA has planned a series of workshops on “Business Reporting from the Regions”. These  workshops will also serve to strengthen linkages between the regional business community and the regional journalists.

The inaugural workshop is scheduled for 19 May in Kegalle. The main resource persons will be Dr. Mahim Mendis, Head, Department of Social Studies and Senior Lecturer in Mass Communication, Open University, Nawala and Attorney- at- Law and Media Trainer, Vasana Wickramasena and BPA’s Media and Communications Manager, Kapila Gamage, a specialist in regional communication. Representatives from the business community in the respective regions will also participate in the workshops. 
“BPA is distinctive amongst other chamber movements in Sri Lanka with its “bottom up approach”.  BPA’s Management Committee comprises exclusively representatives from the regional business community. All decisions taken at BPA and BPA projects are implemented by the regional representatives themselves, in order  to cater to the specific needs of the regions”, stated Manique Mendis, Secretary General, BPA.   

“Due to the island-wide representation within BPA and the wide geographical spread of  locations for BPA’s activities,  we realise the importance of the need of a well focused communications  strategy to take BPA forward. BPA’s partnership with the regional media and other opinion leaders in the regions is  important in this context” she added.  
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