Business for Peace Alliance : Activity Report from the Secretariat – October 2006
1. The Secretariat staff met regularly for Programme planning and implementation. 
2.  A schedule of meetings with Colombo based chambers was prepared 
3. A successful meeting was held with the Chairman and key representatives of the Ceylon Chamber of Commerce. The CCC pledged its fullest support to BPA and assured that it had tremendous trust and confidence in BPA.. 

4. Power point presentation in English was finalized 
5. Sinhala and Tamil translations of Presentation were done 
6. Sinhala and Tamil translations of BPA leaflet 
7. Web site for BPA done on an honourary basis by Mr De Mel. 
8. Proposal to FLICT for funding of the project “Networking of regional business for Conflict Transformation” submitted .  . 
9. BPA’s proposals for Constitutional Reform were developed. The proposal is being promoted and taken forward together with 9 other civil society organizations that submitted proposals to the expert Committee. 
10. Ms Ruwanhi Jayasundera represented BPA at a workshop on “Designing proposals for Constitutional reform” organized by the Berghof Foundation 
11. BPA submitted proposals for the National Budget with special reference to micro issues affecting the regions in the context of peace building. Ms Ruwanthi Jayasundera did the ground work for BPA with advice from Ms Gayathri Gunaruwan, Head of the Economic Intelligence Unit of the Ceylon Chamber of Commerce and Dr Harsha de Silva, Economist. Both helped BPA free of charge. 
12. Press release on BPA’s Budget proposals issued. It received good media coverage 

13. Interview with Ms Manique Mendis on BPA -published in “The Times of India” 

14. Plans underway for BPA’s visits to the regions. First cluster November 13-17.. 

15. Ms Manique Mendis , attended the IA Home week from 9- 13 October at the IA Office in London. Ms Mendis was impressed and encouraged by the strong commitment and support that IA was extending to develop BPA. 

16. Ms Mendis served as a resource person in an honourary capacity for a public seminar  organized by the Ceylon Chamber of Commerce on “Impressionable Communication for Organisational Development”  held at the Galadari Hotel.

17. Meeting on Youth Business Trust held with Hambantota Chamber  and CCC 

18. IOC meeting held on 26 October. Legal proceedings required to open the BPA Bank account sorted out 

Highlights of activities planned for November 2006 

1. Ms Mendis to shift to the BPA office 

2. Meetings with Colombo based Chambers

3. Visit to Kandy, Matale, Vavuniya and Mannar

4. Meetings with donors

5. Web development

6. BPA’s response to Budget

7. Continuing BPA’s proposals for Constitutional Reforms

8. Collaboration with IA on development of CSR programme 

9. BPA to participate in UN Volunteerism Day on the invitation of USAID. 

10. Mr Dan Smith , Director, I. A to visit Sri Lanka 
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