Business for Peace Alliance:  Activity Report from the Secretariat –November 2006
1.  Meetings with Colombo based chambers continued as per schedule. 
2. A successful meeting was held with Mr Prema Cooray, Secretary General CCC. Specific areas for collaboration identified: Youth Business Trust, CSR, Regional business dialogue 
3. Meeting was held with the Chamber of Exporters

4. Meeting was held with the National Chamber  of Commerce 

5. Meeting was held with the Berghof Foundation for Conflict Studies.

6. Meeting was held with Mr Charitha Ratwatte, Chairman, SLBDC 
7. Mr Suresh de Mel has been invited to represent BPA at the Peace and Reconciliation Committee of the Ceylon Chamber of Commerce . 

8. Power point presentation in English was revised by Mr Suresh de Mel. 

9. Sinhala and Tamil translations of Presentation were done and edited by Mr De Mel and Mr Suarnaraj

10. Sinhala and Tamil translations of BPA leaflet done and edited by Mr. De Mel and Mr Suarnaraj and printing completed 
11. Mr De Mel. Continued development of Web site  

12. FLICT  responded with feedback, accepting proposal for funding of the project “Networking of regional business for Conflict Transformation” in principle but requesting minor modifications. 
13. Mr Swarnaraj continued to represent BPA at the meetings of the 9 civil society organizations that submitted proposals to the expert Committee 
14. Some of BPA’s recommendations were included in the National Budget. A press release on BPA’s response to the Budget was issued and given good coverage by the media. This was done with the support of Ms Ruwanthi Jayasundera of IA with expert advice from Dr Harsha de Silva.

15.  .. BPA’s visits to the first cluster took place from November 13-17.Programme featured a grand public event and meeting with Directors of the Kandy Chamber organized under the leadership of Mr Dudley Jayasekera and meetings with Directors of Chambers in Matale, Kurunegala and Anuradhapura. Meetings with Vavuniya and Mannar had to be postponed due to security problems. 

16. . The Company Secretaries are proceeding with Legal work for BPA bank account 
Highlights of activities planned for December 2006 
1. Meetings with Colombo based Chambers

2. Visit to Kegalle, Kalutara and Galle 
3. Meetings with donors

4. Web development

5. Continuing promotion of BPA’s proposals for Constitutional Reforms

6. Collaboration with IA on development of CSR programme 

7. BPA to participate in UN Volunteerism Day on 5 December 2006 on the invitation of USAID. IA has supported with services of a consultant Mr Kameel to manage this project and funds for BPA T shirts for participants 
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