Activity Report for January 2008  

1. The new BPA Secretariat Board Room and facilities were made available for use by Regional Chambers for their meetings in Colombo. 

2. The meeting of the Board of Directors of BPA is scheduled for 25 Jan in Badulla.

3. Development of the BPA website was continued under the leadership of Vice Chairman, Mr.Suresh de Mel. The website recorded 3000 hits within a period of one year of its existence. 

4. Through the “Networking Regional Business for Conflict Transformation” project 
based in Galle, Kegalle and Kalutara, meetings, discussions and workshops were 
continued in the respective areas amongst relevant chamber members and 
community leaders.

5. BPA collaborated with the Sri Lanka Institute of Directors (SLID) and scheduled it’s first programme for regional Directors in the Kalutara District featuring an introduction to the New Company’s Act. The programme was supported by Pathfinders and the Sri Lanka Business Development Centre. 
6. Mr Mike Davidson, Organisational Development Specialist, who is assigned  to work full time with BPA for the next two years through Voluntary Service International commenced work at BPA.  
7. Capacity development training on Conflict sensitivity was held on 23 Jan in Kandy for staff of  7 regional chambers

8. An Annual Operations Plan for 2008 was developed by Mr Mike Davidson. 

9. Work is in progress on the “Business for Unity” Awards Ceremony organised by the Chamber of Commerce and Industry of the Central Province. This is scheduled for 19 February 2007 at the Earls Regency Hotel. 
10. Work is in progress on the Awards ceremony for Business and CSR in the Kalutara District. Rescheduled for 21 March 2008 at Villa Ocean View Hotel, Wadduwa. 
11. The BPA video documentary produced by Young Asia Television was completed 
12. Applications are being entertained for the Regional Producers Directory. 
13. Ms Pushpi Weerakoon a specialist in Conflict Transformation and Law was appointed as the Manager of the “Learn and Lead” project. 
14. The “Learn and Lead” Meeting was held at the BPA Secretariat on 23 January 2008.
15. A 15 member delegation from the United States Embassy and USAID visited BPA and met representatives of the regional chambers on 7 Jan 2008.
16. BPA established links with a US INGO “Relief International”. 
17. A review meeting on the “Networking Business for Conflict Transformation” project was held at BPA with representatives of FLICT. 
18. BPA Operational Committee meeting was held on 16 Jan 2008.
19. Interviews were conducted for the post of Admin Assistant and Ms Durmila was recruited and commenced work.
20. Regional visit to the Badulla, Ampara, Uva-Wellassa and Moneragala.
21. Meeting with Mercy Corps on 28 January at the  BPA Secretariat BPA.
22. Vice Chairman, Mr Suresh deMel represented BPA at a residential workshop on the Aceh, Indonesia, Peace Process - Visit to Sri Lanka by negotiators of the peace accords of Aceh, Indonesia, including the Chief Negotiator and the then Minister of Justice and Human Rights of Indonesia, Dr. Hamid Awaluddin.
Highlights of Activities Planned for February 2008

· Development of the “Learn & Lead” project.

· Events under the “Networking Business for Conflict Transformation” Project in Galle, Kegalle and Kalutara

· Work on  publication of “Regional Producers’ Directory” 

· Workshop on “Peace and Conflict from a Regional Empowerment Perspective” for Southern Chambers.

· International Alert programme for regional business development through Sri Lankan Diaspora in Australia. 
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