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Business
Equitable distribution of resources, infrastructure development vital -Chambers
by Harischandra Gunaratna
Chairmen of different Chambers of Commerce from a number of regions in the country yesterday emphasised that infrastructure development and equitable distribution of resources are sine qua non for the business enterprises in the provinces to flourish.

This was revealed at a forum organized by the Business for Peace Alliance at the Samudra Hotel in Colombo.

They also stressed the need to promote more public-private partnership,good governance and a corruption free government institutions and officials if they were to reach greater heights in business. 

Heads of Chambers of Commerce from Jaffna, Batticaloa, Trincomalee, Matara, Galle, Sabaragamuwa, Uva, Kalutara and many other districts complained that they had received step motherly treatment from successive governments and if this trend continued number of business houses would have to close down.

The representative from Jaffna said that peace had to be established before one could think of starting any industry and the climate in the northern province was not conducive to start any kind of industry. As a result he said that the industries in the North have been closed and the prices of essential commodities had increased by five fold and there is an acute shortage of medicines with the prices increasing 120%. "The price of a Panadol is about Rs five," he said.

"The chambers should promote moral and ethical responsibility among the members " he said. Every day there were five to six people killed in the area and now it had become a common occurance he explained.

"Government should allow direct imports from India to avoid the scarecity of essential commodities and curb black marketeering he said adding that certain traders had a monopoly with the sea transportation of commodities to the north where the space was concerned and there were many fraudulent acts taking place.

The President of Kalutara Chamber of Commerce Sarath Kahapolarachchi pointed out that there was a shortage of skilled and unskilled labour in the areas of Kalutara and Panadura, as most people sought job opportunities in Colombo due to its close proximity to the capital and some of them seek white collor jobs. There were around 2000-3000 vacancies in the Moderawila Industrial Zone as a result of this he said. 

Infrastructure development in the kalutara district has to be done fast and the local bodies had to pay attention on the development of the roads he added.

Government should seriously think of developing the road network in the Uva province as a 40 ft container cannot ply on those roads said the representative of the Uva Chamber of Commerce while the Secretary to the Batticaloa Chamber complained that as a result of goods being unloaded at Kantalai check point and five others on the way to the eastern province, they were forced to increase the prices of commodities.

BPA has recognised streamlining of government infrastructure development, enable and empower the regional chambers to address their own challenges and issues. 

to a great extent at the regional level , instead of dependence on the Central level decision making in Colombo and they appealed to promote peaceful co-existence within the regions and national unity to facilitate a peaceful environment conducive to business development. 
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