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Message from Suresh deMel, Chairman, BPA

“Partner BPA to fast track reconciliation and regional empowerment to rebuild Sri Lanka from the ‘bottom-up’ for equitable socio-economic development and durable peace!”
The small and medium entrepreneurs throughout Sri Lanka who have been striving to foster peace and stability are taking advantage of the opportunity that has emerged to rebuild Sri Lanka and bring back prosperity to all parts of this island which is a paradise of natural and cultural diversity with a heritage that dates back 2500 years. These efforts are channeled through Sri Lanka’s network of regional chambers of commerce, “The Business for Peace Alliance”, BPA. 

BizPAct is a long term project of BPA that endeavors to establish a sustainable platform whereby context sensitive investment can be attracted to sustain and grow the capability of small and medium entrepreneurs in Sri Lanka to the mutual benefit of the business and the investor. The model is predicated on establishing a transparent and consistent vehicle by which to promote sound and responsible business propositions to investors, and in turn to allow investors greater visibility of opportunities which exist in Sri Lanka for investment which will derive a return. 

The BizPAct Investment Forum – Jaffna, is an event to encourage responsible joint venture partnerships in the post-conflict context of the region.  We expect that participants at this event will gain first hand insight in to the challenges and opportunities that this beautiful part of Sri Lanka has to offer.   Infrastructure (housing, clean water, hospitals, roads, electricity, telecom, etc) and human resource development (college and vocational training programs), construction, tourism, fisheries, agriculture, post harvest technology, and transport are just a few opportunities that need priority attention.  
We believe that if the local community was empowered to proactively participate in developing this land, they will become responsible stakeholders in society.  This will in turn ensure a durable peace and prosperity to an area that has been deprived of it for decades.

I wish this event great success and pledge my fullest support to those who wish to partner with the BPA, our regional chambers, and our small and medium enterprise, to develop this land and its people in a responsible manner, from the “bottom up”.  
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