BPA  :Activity report from the Secretariat- September 2006 
1. Following the IOC meeting, the Secretariat prepared an action for visits to Colombo based chambers and trade associations. . 
2. Tentative dates were identified for regional chamber visits

3.  Power point presentation was prepared by the Secretariat and finalised by representatives from the IOC. Sinhala and Tamil translations are being prepared
4. BPA leaflet in English was revised and printing almost complete. Sinhala and Tamil translations are to be done

5. E mail address for BPA was obtained with the assistance of Council member Mr. Suresh de Mel. 

6. Web site for BPA designed by Council member Mr. Suresh de Mel

7. Visiting cards printed for Chairman, Vice Chairman and Secretary General

8. Workshop for BPA staff and I.A. co-ordinators was held on 19 September to discuss strategy for designing BPA’s work plan for 2007 as per the 3 project ideas. The facilitator was Snr Programme manager. I. A. Mr Mohamad Nawaz. Ms Mendis, Mr Fernando and I. A. Co-ordinators have undertaken to develop work plans including budgets for the three project ideas with the assistance of Mr Nawaz. 

9. BPA was able to successfully follow up on a request made by the member chambers in Kilinochchi and Mullatiwu tor provision of essential food items according to the Quota approved for these areas by the Government. In this context BPA representatives met  Dr Palitha Kohonne, Secretary  General Peace Secretariat and Mr Miguel Borneo, Resident Representative, UNDP. BPA also lobbied on this issue with Mr . S. B. Divaratna, Commissioner General of Essential Services.

10. BPA presented a proposal for Constitutional Reform on a request made to members of the public and groups by the Ministry of Constitutional reform and National Integration. The proposal was drafted with the assistance of Dr. Mario Gomez of the Berghof Foundation for Conflict studies. The only other business entity that has submitted a proposal is the Ceylon Chamber of Commerce. 

11. BPA with the Vice Chairman  Mr Suarnaraj taking the lead  is following up on the proposal for Constitutional reforms in partnership  with other civil society groups that have submitted proposals including CCC.

12. Meeting was held at the BPA office with the National Director and   representatives from FLICT. FLICT has responded positively to BPA’s feasibility study and have given BPA the green light to submit proposals for funding Project idea 2 and part of project idea 3 according to the format required by FLICT. Work on this is in progress

13. BPA has taken up the challenge of presenting proposals for the budget. The focus is on regional issues. Ms Ruwanthi Jayasundera, I. A. Co-ordinator who is qualified in Economics is doing the ground work for this with chairman, Mr. Wijeyanandana taking the lead. External expert advice is being obtained by eminent Economist, Dr Harsha de Silva and head of the Economic Intelligence Unit of CCC, Ms Gayathri Gunaruwan, both who are rendering their services free of charge

14. BPA has been very much in the limelight of the media during the month under purview. Four press releases were disseminated to the print and electronic media in all three languages and a data base of peace activists, media, influential officials in the Government and private sectors and also the international community. This data base is being developed. The press releases were on the following issues: Establishment of Secretariat an appointment of Secretary General, submission of proposals on constitutional reform, BPA’s intervention to provide essential food items to kilinochchi and Mullativu on a request made by these two member chambers  and a message from BPA on International Peace Day. These press releases were given good coverage. 

15. BPA Secretary General was interviewed on the prestigious business programme on TV “ Bench Mark” which was telecast twice on TNL TV. The proceedings of the interview were subsequently published as the lead article in the Daily Mirror’s business pages

16. The Secretary General was also interviewed on Gold FM and Sun FM radio in connection with international Peace Day and also the foreign media- National Swedish radio and Times of India.

17
The secretariat was further strengthened at the end of September with the recruitment of a professional secretary, Ms Sudeepa Perera. 

Highlights of activities planned for  October

1. Visits to Colombo Chambers and chamber movements

2. Visit to a regional cluster

3. Submission of proposals for budget

4. Follow up on proposals for constitutional reforms 

5. Secy General serving as a resource person for a seminar on “Impressionable Communication for Organisational Development” organised by the Ceylon Chamber of Commerce on 3 October 2006 at the Galadari Hotel. This event has been given wide media coverage and BPA’s involvement through the engagement of the Secy General publicised.
Secy General is scheduled to participate in a workshop organised by International Alert in London from 9-14 October 2006 

6. Follow up on preparation of proposal for submission to FLICT

7. Meetings with USAID- OTI and ILO 

8. BPA Account- to be finalised
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