PRESS RELEASE 

Regional business community geared to support Government’s programme to rebuild the nation

The Business for Peace Alliance, BPA, Sri Lanka’s network of regional business chambers thanks the Government of Sri Lanka on bringing the war to an end and the efforts to bring back peace and stability to Sri Lanka. We also appreciate the Government’s commitment to bring about a political solution and facilitate rapid regional development throughout Sri Lanka in order to strengthen and sustain peace. We urge the Government to implement the solution at the shortest possible time which will give much investor confidence for regional development.
We realize that as members of the regional business community we have a huge responsibility to support the Government in rebuilding the nation and addressing the challenges of the post war era.  Resettlement of a large number of our fellow citizens who have been displaced, rehabilitation of ex-combatants and fostering national unity, are essential components to laying a firm foundation for a political process that ensures equality and sustainable peace for ALL Sri Lankans. 
Through trade and business linkages developed by BPA we have created a unique network to promote better understanding and goodwill amongst the people of all communities, and break social and geographical divides. We are fully geared to support the Government through our “bottom up” participatory approach for socio economic development in the regions.
We are happy that we have taken a major step to support the Government’s efforts to rebuild the nation by organising the first major post-war programme to attract both national and international investments to the peripheral regions of  Sri Lanka through the “BizPAct - Invest in Sri Lanka Symposium”, which  will be convened in Colombo in  June.  This symposium will build a distinctive platform linking big business, Sri Lankan diaspora and foreign investors from various parts of the world, together with the small and medium scale businesses and entrepreneurs in the regions throughout Sri Lanka. BPA is confident that the climate created by the Government is ideal for success of investment in the regions. 
Supported by Government agencies and big business chambers, the “BizPAct - Invest in Sri Lanka Symposium” will be flagged off in Colombo on June 25th 2009, coupled with visits to the regions and a Wrap-up Conference on June 29th. This mega event which coincides with the end of the war, marks the inauguration of the regional business community’s post war programme to create Public, Private, People, Partnerships in their effort to bring about peace and prosperity to ALL of Sri Lanka.
For further information contact Kapila Gamage, Communications and Media Manager, BPA, 2363051/2 or 0777902721 and visit our website: www.bpa-srilanka.com
PAGE  
1

