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BPA Activity Report - October 2008

1. Cluster meeting with Chambers in Ampara, Batticaloa and Trincomalee on 3 October in Batticaloa . Mr K.Ilankovan, Director, Batticaloa District Chamber of Commerce  was appointed as the representative to the BPA Board by the three chambers in the Eastern Cluster.

2. BPA signed an MOU with Rivira newspapers Ltd reg publication of weekly feature article on a member who has started from the bottom as an entrepreneur and made it to the top. 

3. BPA participated in the workshop for development of the strategic for the Ceylon Chamber of Commerce. 

4. BPA monthly staff meeting and Senior  Management Team meeting. 

5. Representatives of the African friendship Association visited the BPA office and made a presentation to support the scholars of the  Learn and Lead programme.  

6. Working group meeting- 27 October  2008. 

7. Workshop for development of systems and procedures for Enterprise Development project. 

8. Work continued in the Ampara District for the Programme to empower young entrepreneurs in the Amapara District in collaboration with the Ampara District Chamber of Commerce and Industry. 

9. Work in progress on the Election process and appointment of office bearers, formulation of Sub committees and the Governance Mechanism of BPA developed by Mr Mike Davidson, Organisational Development Advisor.
10. Meeting of the BPA Finance and Audit Sub Committee Chaired. 

11. Programme to redesign the BPA website under the leadership of Vice Chairman,  Mr.Suresh de Mel.

12. Engagement with the Secretariat for Co-ordinating the Peace Process on new programme development.
13. Annual Report published.
14. Work on AGM on 29 October and reception in progress. 

15. Weekly feature providing publicity for BPA members in “Rivira” and “Sunday Island”.
16. Work commenced on activity planning for the USAID projects, CORE and SURG. 

17. “Networking Business for Conflict Transformation” programme recommenced. 

18. Enterprise Steering Committee Meeting on 21 October.
19. Meeting with DFCC reg Enterprise Development programme.
20. Finance and Audit Sub Committee meeting on 27 October.
21. Presenation on BPA’s work in the East to the Donor Peace Support Group. 

22. Meeting with Central Province Chamber of Commerce and Industry reg the Business for Unity Awards ceremony- June 2009 in Kandy.
23. BPA AGM and reception at Galle Face Hotel. Colombo on 29 October 2008.  70 BPA representatives from the member chambers islandwide participated in the AGM and stakeholders from Colombo joined in the reception. Chairman , Ceylon Chamber of Commerce, Mr Jayampathi Bandaraayake was the Chief Guest and Chairman , FCCISL, Mr Kosala Wickramanayake was a guest of honour. 

24. Workshop for BPA representatives from all the regional chambers, “Social Cohesion through Business”.

25. VSO volunteer Mr Joe Burns  commenced  working at BPA  , supporting the Programming Unit and Monitoring and Evaluation.   
