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BPA Activity Report - November 2008
1. First Operations Committee meeting of the new Board, 13 November. Participants: Mr Suresh deMel (Chair), Mr Suwarneraj,  Mr M.I.M. Pathahulla, Ms Manique Mendis, Mr Mike Davidson. Secretary: Miss Keshiya Leitch. 

2. Meeting with Mr Mahen Dayananda, immediate past Chairman Ceylon Chamber of Commerce who will be joining BPA’s Board Development Sub Committee and serving as a mentor and advisor to the Board of Directors. 

3. Weekly feature articles in Rivira newspapers Ltd and The Sunday island reg publication of weekly feature article on a member who has started from the bottom as an entrepreneur and made it to the top. Members who would like to be featured in these newspaper columns are invited to contact the Media and Communications Dept, BPA. 

4. BPA monthly staff meeting and Senior  Management Team meeting. 

5. Evaluation of applications submitted to Enterprise Development project. Evaluators, Mr Harin Malwatte, CCC, Mr Arjuna Herath, Ernest and Young, Ms Radhika Hettiarachchi, IA, Mr Suresh deMel,  Mr Mike Davidson, Ms Yogitha Karunanandhan , BPA.
6. Work continued in the Ampara District for the Programme to empower young entrepreneurs in the Amapara District in collaboration with the Ampara District Chamber of Commerce and Industry.

7. BPA was invited to be a member of the Consortium of Peace  Builders started by the Consortium of Humanitarian Agencies (CHA).
8. Work on the Film festival for Conflict Transformation in Galle , Kegalle and Trincomalee Districts in partnership with the Neelan Thiruchelvam Trust Fund.  

9. Meeting of the BPA Finance and Audit Sub Committee Chaired by Mr Sarath Kahapolarachchi on 21 November 2008. 

10. Introduction of the revamped BPA website.
11. Engagement with the Secretariat for Co-ordinating the Peace Process on new programme development. 

12. Annual Report distributed to stakeholders and members. 

13. Activity planning for the USAID projects, CORE and SURG. 

14. “Networking Business for Conflict Transformation” bridging stage between phase 1-2 in implementation. 

15. Follow up with Central Province Chamber of Commerce and Industry reg the Business for Unity Awards ceremony- June 2009 in Kandy. 

16. Learn and Lead Steering Committee meeting on 18 November 2008.
17. Learn and Lead merchandising material, Mugs, penholders and umbrellas produced. Please assist BPA to provide quality education and leadership development for bright young children from the regions by purchasing the attractive “L&L” merchandise. 

18. Visit to BPA by representatives of the National Chamber of Commerce.
19. Meeting with representatives of the Angoda Mental Health Hospital reg BPA programme to provide income generating opportunities to patients who have been clinically cured but are unable to return to their homes.
20. Ms Julia Recht , Institutional Development Specialist started work  at BPA. She will be replaceing Mr Mike Davidson who returns to his homeland at the end of the month.
21. Meeting with Mr Ajith Jayaratne, former Chairmnan, Forbes and Walkers and current Chairman, Appollo Hospitals reg his joining the Finance and Audit Sub Committee as an external member.
22. Mobilisation of Derana TV as electronic media partner for BPA.
23. First Meeting of the new Board of Directors- 28 November 2008, Colombo. 

24. Farewell to Mr Mike Davidson.
25. Advertising the young professionals exchange programme with USA.

26. Advertising vacancies for Policy and Peace Building Specialists positions in BPA at the USaid projects in Ampara and Trincomalee Districts.
