Activity Report- December 2007 
1. BPA Secretariat moved to it’s own premises for the first time since it’s existence of 5 years. The Address is 7/9, Hamer’s Avenue, Colombo 6 . Regional chambers and institutional affiliates of BPA have been informed of the change of address.

2. A simple multi religious ceremony to mark the opening of the new office premises is scheduled for 20 December 2007   
3. The  meeting of the Board of Directors of BPA is scheduled for 20 December in Colombo

4. Development of the BPA website was continued under the leadership of Vice Chairman,  Mr.Suresh de Mel.

5. Through the “Networking Regional Business for Conflict Transformation” project 
based in Galle, Kegalle and Kalutara, meetings, discussions and workshops were 
continued in the respective areas amongst relevant chamber members and 
community leaders.
6. Interview with “Deepam TV”, UK national television.
7. Workshop on “Impact of the National Budget on the Regions” organized by the Chamber of Commerce and Industry of the Central Province, in collaboration with BPA and Pathfinders. 
8. BPA established links with the Sri Lanka Institute of Directors (SLID) and plans to carry out programmes in the regions for regional Directors next year. 
9. Visit and orientation on BPA by Mr Mike Davidson, Organisational  Development Specialist,  who is assigned  to work full time with BPA in 2008  through Voluntary Service International. 
10. “Shades of Sri Lanka” mega trade fair and multi cultural festival organised by BPA, Galle District Chamber of Commerce and Sri Lanka Tourism from 18-20 December at the Galle Ramparts to coincide with the finals in the Sri Lanka- England Test match series in Galle. 
11. Capacity development training on Conflict sensitivity was  held for BPA staff assigned to the Conflict Sensitivity Core Group 

12. The Strategic plan, systems audit and budget for BPA were  finalized and presented to the Board of Directors. This is designed by Mr.Peter Rezel, an eminent Organizational Development specialist. BPA Directors and BPA representatives from all parts of Sri Lanka participated in a series of workshops to provide input to the plan. 

13. Work is in progress on the “Business for Unity” Awards Ceremony organised by the Chamber of Commerce and Industry of the Central Province. This is scheduled for 19 February 2007 at the Earls Regency Hotel. 
14. Work is in progress on the Awards ceremony for Business and CSR in the Kalutara District. Scheduled for 28 February 2008 at Villa Ocean View Hotel, Wadduwa. 
15. Work is in progress on the BPA video documentary produced by Young Asia Television.
16. Applications are being entertained for the Regional Producers Directory. 
Highlights of activities in January  
· Taking the Youth Business Trust programme to other regions. 

· Development of the “Learn & Lead” project.
· Events under the “Networking Business for Conflict Transformation” Project in Galle, Kegalle and Kalutara
· Work on  publication of “Regional Producers’ Directory” 

· BPA’s documentary to be completed

· Workshop on “Peace and Conflict from a Regional Empowerment Perspective” for Southern Chambers. Dates to be confirmed.

Note: Dates for other events in January 2007 will be notified in due course. 
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