BPA Activity Report- April 2008
1. BPA has appointed a Chief Operating Officer, Mr Prakash Peiris. Mr Peiris is a specialist in Programme Management.

2. Development of the BPA website was continued under the leadership of Vice Chairman, Mr.Suresh de Mel. The website recorded nearly 600 hits in the month of April.
3. A workshop was held in Colombo to review the  “Networking Regional Business for Conflict Transformation” project based in Galle, Kegalle and Kalutara
4. An evaluation of the above project by an external evaluator took place.  
5. The new HR and Admin systems and procedures developed for BPA under the guidance of Mr Mike Davidson, Organizational Development Specialist, BPA, .have been completed and are available for study as models for regional chambers.   
6. The Awards ceremony for Business and CSR in the Kalutara District. Was held on 7 April 2008 at Blue Waters Hotel, Wadduwa amidst a large and distinguished gathering of VIPs. There was good representation from the regional chambers.
7. Work in progress on the Regional Producers Directory
8. BPA is collaborating with International Alert, to follow up on the programme to establish links with the Sri Lankan business community Diaspora in Australia. 
9.  The “Learn and Lead” project was officially launched with an orientation programme and interviews for short listed candidates held in Colombo from 25-28 April.
10. 2nd phase of the programme on “Peace and Conflict from a regional empowerment perspective” was launched.
11. Programme to empower young entrepreneurs in the Amapara District in collaboration with the Ampara District Chamber of Commerce and Industry was finalized.

12. BPA Board meeting in Colombo on 25 April 
13. Workshop conducted by International Alert for BPA representatives and representatives of “big Business” on developing links with the Diaspora on 29 April at Global Towers  
14. Visit to BPA by Mr Phil Champaign, Programme Director, International Alert, London – 29 April, 2008 
Highlights of activities in May

·  “Learn & Lead” scholars start their programme. 
· Launch of the Regional Business Directory and   symposium on “Challenges and ways forward for Regional SMEs” on Tuesday 13 May 2008 at Galle Face Hotel, Colombo 
· Commencement of the programme to empower young entrepreneurs in the Amapara District in collaboration with the Ampara District Chamber of Commerce and Industry.

· Seminar on “New Companies Act” in Kurunegala, organised by BPA in collaboration with the Sri Lanka Institute of Directors, SLID and the Chamber of Commerce in the Kurunegala District, 5th May 2008 at the Union Assurance Auditorium, Kurunegala 
· Advanced training Workshop on “Peace and Conflict from a Regional Empowerment Perspective” (Tentatively last week of May) 

· CSR seminar in New Delhi - BPA will be represented by Mr Suresh De Mel and Mr Thiruchelvam and  COO, Mr Prakash Peiris. 
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