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BPA Activity Report- May 2008

1. The first phase of the  “Networking Regional Business for Conflict Transformation” project based in Galle, Kegalle and Kalutara was concluded and plans  finalized for the next phase. 

2. A business model  and forward resource plan  for BPA was developed 
3. The Regional Producers Directory 2008 was launched on 13 May in Colombo  in the presence of a distinguished gathering of VIPs based in Colombo and representatives of the regional chambers. The Directory is published by Vijitha Yapa Publishers.
4. To coincide with the launch of the Directory, a Symposium was held on “Challenges and the Way Forward for Regional Producers” Regional producers from the Central province, Southern province, North Central province and the East were the key note speakers at this event.
5. Seminar on the “New Companies Act” organised in Kurunegala by BPA in partnership with the Wayamba Chamber of Commerce and Industry, The Sri Lanka Institute of Directors, Path Finders and the Sri Lanka Business Development Centre. 
6. BPA is collaborating with International Alert,  to follow up on the  programme to establish links with the Sri Lankan business community Diaspora in Australia. A workshop was held in Colombo to prepare an action plan to take this programme forward.
7.  The first batch of Scholars in the “Learn and Lead” programme entered St Thomas’ College, Mt Lavinia, Ladies College, Colombo and Methodist College. 
8. The “Learn and Lead” national  Steering Committee had a meeting with the scholars and guardians. 

9. Ground work was started in the Ampara District for the  Programme to empower young entrepreneurs in the Amapara District in collaboration with the Ampara District Chamber of Commerce and Industry 

10. BPA Working Group meeting held on 22 May 2008. 

11. Mr Mike Davidson, Organisational Development Advisor, BPA carried out research to formulate a plan for better Governance of BPA.

12. BPA Board meeting in Colombo on 30 May 2008 in Colombo  
13. Development of the BPA website was continued under the leadership of Vice Chairman,  Mr.Suresh de Mel.
14. The 4th issue of the BPA tri lingual newsletter “Voice of the Regions” was released.
15. Opening of office and unveiling of Name Board in Dharga Town for the Reconciliation Committee in the Kalutara District -27 May 2008.
Highlights of activities planned for June 2008 

· Last three scholars of the  “Learn & Lead” programme for 2008 to be selected and sent to their schools and care of scholars to be taken over fully by guardians.

· Official Launching ceremony of the programme to empower young entrepreneurs in the Amapara District in collaboration with the Ampara District Chamber of Commerce and Industry.

· Seminar on “New Companies Act”, organised by The Vavuniya District Chamber of Commerce and Industry and BPA in collaboration with the Sri Lanka Institute of Directors, SLID , 22 June 2008, Vavuniya 

· Advanced training Workshop on “Peace and Conflict from a Regional Empowerment Perspective” – 13- 15 June   (Tentative venue, Digana Village, Central Province ) and 20-22 June (Kukuleganga, Kalutara District) 

· Conference on Responsibility to the Future: business, peace, sustainability,  June 26-28, 2008 at Mumbai, BPA represented by Mr H. Wijeyanandana, Mr Suwarnaraj, Mr Dudley Jayasekera ,  Ms Manique Mendis and Ms Yogitha Karunanandam 
· “Isurumaga 2008” organised by the Sabaragamuwa Chamber of Commerce June 20-22 at Embilipitiya 
· Press Conference in Colombo organised by the Sabaragamuwa Chamber of Commerce in collaboration with BPA for Isurumaga 2008 – 3rd June 2008 at the Sri Lanka Press Institute 

· BPA Board meeting- 24 June 2008 

· BPA Working Committee Meeting 13 June 2008
Manique Mendis

Secretary General
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