BPA Activity Report- June 2008 
1. The Association for Small and Medium Enterprises in Tourism ASMET was affiliated to BPA. BPA will provide Secretarial facilities to ASMET. 
2. BPA organised a press conference for the Sabaragamuwa chamber’s trade exhibition “Isurumaga”. The Press conference was held at the Sri Lanka Press Institute, Colombo on 3 June. 
3. Meeting held in Kandy to review the “Business for Unity Awards” programme. Representatives from most of the regional business chambers participated. It was unanimously decided to continue this event on an annual basis with the Central Province Chamber of Commerce and Industry taking the lead and all regional chambers participating actively in the organization process.  
4. Two workshops titled “Advanced training in peace and conflict from a regional empowerment perspective” were held in Kandy. Regional Chamber representatives who participated in the first series of workshops on the same theme held last year participated. 13-16 June and 20-22 June, at Thilanka  Hotel, Kandy. 
5. The second intake of scholars in The “Learn and Lead programme gained admission to St Benedicts College and Holy Family Convent. 
6. A meeting was held on 19 June for the guardians of the “Learn and Lead” scholars.  
7. Work continued in the Ampara District for the  Programme to empower young entrepreneurs in the Amapara District in collaboration with the Ampara District Chamber of Commerce and Industry 

8. BPA Working Group meeting held on 17 June 2008. 

9. Mr Mike Davidson, Organisational Development Advisor, BPA , in consultation with the BPA Working Group and Senior Management Team designed strategies for the Election process and appointment of office bearers, formulation of Sub committees and the Governance Mechanism of BPA. 

10. BPA collaborated with International Alert to develop the diaspora programme and set up an enterprise Committee to provide leadership and steer this programme effectively. 

11. BPA Board meeting in Colombo on 24 June in Colombo  
12. Meetings were  held with ARD , the US Company that has won the contract for USAID's new governance initiative, “Supporting Regional Governance Program” (SuRG). The programme covers Anuradhapura Polonnaruwa, Ampara, Trincomalee and Polonnaruwa. BPA is an implementing partner for this programme.  
13. Development of the BPA website was continued under the leadership of Vice Chairman,  Mr.Suresh de Mel. 

14. Isurumaga 2008 organised by the Sabaragamuwa Chamber of Commerce was held in Embilipitiya. 20-22 June 

15. BPA is collaborating with the Neelan Thiruchelvam Trust Fund for an awareness programme on the role of the Community in peace building. 

16. Conference on Responsibility to the Future: business, peace, sustainability,  June 26-28, 2008 at Mumbai, BPA represented by, Mr Suwarnaraj, Mr Dudley Jayasekera ,  Mr Sarath Kahapolarachchi , Ms Manique Mendis and Ms Yogitha Karunanandam 
Highlights of activities in July
· Learn and Lead Steering committee meeting 3 July
· Training of Trainers on “Peace and Conflict from a Regional Empowerment Perspective” 10-12 July,  
· Guardians Meeting “Learn and Lead” 30 July 
· “Learn and Lead” leadership development workshop for scholars 17 July 
· Working group meeting 
· Board meeting 25 July 
· Economic Summit organised by the Ceylon Chamber of Commerce 2-3 July 
· Conflict Transformation workshop in Galle 
· Opening of Reconciliation Committee Office in kegalle 
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