Business for Peace Alliance:  Activity Report from the Secretariat –December 2006

1.  BPA Participated in the  UN Volunteerism Day celebration at the Sugathadasa Indoor Stadium. Member chambers from Kandy, Kalutara, Hambantota, Anuradhapura and North and East through the Palmyra Development Board exhibited and promoted their products at this event. BPA T shirts and BPA badges were sported by all BPA participants. 

2. Visit to Kegalle, Kalutara and Galle Chambers by a  group of BPA representatives. Kegalle Meeting was attended by around 125 key persons from the business community, Government officials and civil society.  Most of the Kalutara chamber directors and a some  members attended the meeting in Kalutara. In  Galle the Chairman, Treasurer and CEO attended. All three meetings proved to be fruitful in creating further awareness of the BPA’s mission and mandate  and  strengthening BPA’s relations with members. Many regional concerns of mutual interest to the visiting team and the chamber visited were also discussed. Some bi lateral discussions between some participating chamber members and members of the visiting team also took place to initiate inter regional joint business collaboration. 
3. BPA participated in a meeting with the Business Community organized the Peace Secretariat. BPA was represented by Mr Suarnaraj, Mr. Suresh de Mel and Ms Manique Mendis. At this meeting BPA made written and oral submissions on the current situation in the North and East with reference to the economy, trade and business. The information was obtained from some member chambers in affected areas.  Dr Palitha Kohonne expressed interest in collaborating more closely with the BPA. 
4. Ms Manique Mendis had a meeting with representatives from Safer World , UK who are supporting the National Small Arms Commission. Safer World is interested in collaborating with BPA and requested a focus group discussion with the Kalutara Chamber in January as a pilot project. 

5. Ms Manique Mendis represented BPA at a weekend workshop organized by International Alert to work out a CSR programme in Sri Lanka next year

6. Ms Manique Mendis had a meeting with Mr Sunanda Deshapriya, National 

Co-ordinator of the Free Media Movement reg a proposed capacity development programme for regional media and an opportunity for BPA to collaborate through its member chambers in the respective regions 

7 Mr Suresh De Mel, Mr Azmi Thasim, Ms Sepalika Jayakody and Ms Manique Mendis participated in a CSR development workshop organized by the Ceylon Chamber of Commerce and International Alert. The BPA members were  able to  highlight the regional potential, concerns and needs in relation to CSR  at this event. 

8 A strategic planning meeting for 2007 and a special IOC meeting was organized. 

9 BPA has initiated a desk calendar to be sent as a token of seasonal good-  will to the member chambers and key contacts. The cost was partly sponsored by a member of the IOC. 
10 FLICT proposal was finalized and submitted with adjustments made to meet requirements by FLICT 

11 MOU for IA support for regional visits was signed . Total funding by IA for this budget line is LKR 850,000 out of which LKR 371,000 has been spent upto date on the regional visits and meetings organised  over the last two months. 

12 Draft for MOU for IA support to the BPA Secretariat and institutional development for 2007 and 2008 was discussed and forwarded to BPA  by I.A. Direct funds pledged by IA to BPA for operational costs for 2007 and 2008 is LKR 100,000 (one million) 
Highlights of activities planned for Jan 2007 
1. Meetings with Colombo based Chambers

2. Visit to Hambantota, Badulla, Ampara and Matara  (tentatively 3rd week of Jan) 
3. Meetings with donors

4. Web development

5. Continuing promotion of BPA’s proposals for Constitutional Reforms

6. Collaboration with IA on development of CSR programme 

7. Preparatory work for the FLICT supported programme in Galle, Kegalle and Kalutara 

8. Safer World  Focus group meeting in Kalutara -
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